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Your Holiness Pope Francis 

Your Excellencies  

  

In the name of The International Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists, we thank you for receiving us, 

for this first meeting between the Holy See and our Organisation. At the outset, I would like to thank our 

Vice President, Justice Marcus Grabiner for helping to make this meeting possible. 

The motto of our Organisation, and our mission statement, is taken from the Book of Isaiah, “ ט פָּ ִמשְּ ִצּיֹון בְּ

ה " קָּ דָּ ֶביהָּ ִבצְּ שָּ ֶדה וְּ  ."Zion shall be redeemed with justice“  ִתפָּ

Our Organisation takes an active role, primarily through legal means, in the war against antisemitism, and 

the delegitimisation of the State of Israel as the home of the Jewish people. 

But our Organisation also acts against all who seek to attack others on racial, religious, or xenophobic 

grounds. 

The Catholic Church has done much to denounce antisemitism during the past few decades, and to bring 

Jews and Christians closer together. There is no doubt that this process is reaching its height under the 

leadership of your Holiness. The accepting approach of Your Holiness to the Jewish people comes from the 

depths of your heart, and we are grateful for that. 

Both my parents were Holocaust survivors from Poland. My late mother survived the Warsaw Ghetto, and 

the Auschwitz and Bergen-Belsen concentration camps. Perhaps naively, we had thought that after the 

Holocaust, the nations of the world would outlaw and condemn xenophobia and antisemitism . 

However, 75 years after the end of the Second World War, Jews around the world are still subject to 

hatred, and are still at peril. Just two weeks ago, the Jewish community in the United States witnessed a 

terrible massacre at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. This heinous attack was the product of 

extreme antisemitism. Innocent worshipers were massacred simply because they were Jews.  

The State of Israel is attacked not only by terrorism, but also by attempts to eradicate its legitimacy.  

Our Organisation looks forward to the opportunity to explore with the Holy See practical possibilities to 

combat antisemitism and all forms of racial and religious intolerance . 

The followers of the three great Monotheistic faiths, Jews, Christians, and Muslims, are all inspired by our 

common forefather Abraham. It is Abraham who challenged God Himself to act justly  

  השופט כל הארץ לא יעשה משפט

Will the Judge of all the earth not Himself act justly?  

May we find common ground to fight injustice, hatred, and intolerance.  
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I end with the words of the Old Testament, “ דֹּףֶצֶדק ֶצֶדק  ִתרְּ  “  

Which I translate "Pursue the right path… the right path".  

Thank you.  


