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Human Rights Council 63rd Session
Agenda Item 9 – Item 9: General debate on racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related forms of intolerance: follow-up to and implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action (September 2026)

NGO:  The International Association of Jewish Lawyers and Jurists
Representative delivering the statement: Ms. Sharon Banyan, CEO
Your Excellency,
Twenty-five years after Durban, this anniversary should be an opportunity not only to ask whether the Durban framework has been fully implemented, but also to examine how its language has evolved in practice.
The Independent Eminent Experts rightly warn that political narratives, misinformation and stigmatization can transform minorities into perceived threats, normalize hatred and ultimately contribute to violence.
Yet their report does not examine whether the language of anti-racism and human rights can itself be politicized.
As IJL documented in our submission to this Council, over the past twenty-five years, language originally intended to combat racism has increasingly been instrumentalized to portray Israel as uniquely illegitimate. It is this language that has helped turn what should be legitimate criticism of policies into collective blame, exclusion and intimidation of Jews worldwide.
What we have witnessed over the past twenty-five years should serve as a warning to everyone who cares about human rights. Political actors, organizations and, in some cases, States have sought to use the language of Durban to cloak antisemitic narratives in the language of anti-racism and human rights, in schools, universities, across social media and this institution.
We therefore urge the UN to critically reassess the Durban framework, recognize contemporary antisemitism in all its forms, and apply the IHRA Working Definition as part of its efforts to eliminate all forms of racism.
Anti-racism cannot fulfil its universal promise if its language can be used to exclude the very Jews it was meant to protect.
Thank you.
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